
                                                                 Croton 

This plant came from the exotic islands of the pacific and Malaysia. It is a shrub with fleshy 

leather-like leaves. The leaves start out green but change colors as they mature. The tones of the 
leaves are numerous and depending on the variety they can be yellow to orange or red. Many 
different colors exist on the same plant, a characteristic that makes crotons unique plants.  

Originally, its colorful leaves were used in cut flower arrangements while croton as a houseplant 
became popular during the last decade. Its many varieties differ mainly in the appearance of the 
leaves that can be long, flat, narrow or wide or even curly.  

 

Croton colorful tropical foliage plants look great when grown in pots and grouped together with 

other tropical plants, including dwarf bananas, bromeliads, gingers, hibiscus, jasmine, orchids or 

plumeria plants. Crotons belong to the family of Euphorbiaceae and are therefore considered 

poisonous. The sap may cause skin eczema and is also toxic if ingested.  

 

 

Crotons need to be watered well with the soil remaining moist. They prefer to be grown in high 

humidity and benefit from daily misting when the humidity is low. Croton plants, when grown 

outdoors, have to be protected or brought indoors if the temperature drops below 50 degrees 

Fahrenheit or 10 degrees Celsius. Otherwise leaf drop may occur.  

Care 

Caring for a croton is not simple and requires both knowledge and experience. Basic 

prerequisites are plenty of light, suitable temperature, adequate watering and plenty of humidity 



in the atmosphere. They are a fairly easy plant to grow indoors if follow the care instructions 
listed below. 

 

Light and heat requirements 

crotons need plenty of light in order to maintain its intense colors although new varieties do quite 
well in lower light.  Lots of light and moderate temperatures are the factors that will ensure plant 

has vivid colors and quick growth.Crotons need a very brightly lit location so that they keep their 
bright colors. They enjoy a western or southern window location. If they have plenty of light the 
leaves will have more variegation and the colors will be brighter.They need to be kept at a 

minimum temperature of 60°F during the night and around 70°F during the daytime. If they 
aren’t kept at this temperature they will begin to drop their 

leaves.  

Water requirements 

Crotons need to have their soil evenly moist at all times; they 
tend to wilt easily if the soil is too dry. On the other hand if 

the soil is too wet the leaves will turn brown on the edges. 
These plants also prefer to have a location with higher 

humidity. It is generally recommended that they be placed 
somewhere with a humidity of 40-80%. If the humidity isn’t 
high enough the plants will drop some of their leaves and the 

color of the leaves may not be as vibrant.  

Propagation 

crotons propagate easily through cuttings. A single leaf can 
grow roots in water (first let it dry out and wait until the white sap stops) and it can plant as a 

brand new plant. Keep in mind, when pruning, that the white sap that comes out of the cut parts 
is toxic and can irritate some people’s skin or stain fabrics.  

crotons like to be a little pot-bound, so repot only when the 

roots take up all the space and use a pot only one size larger. 
The best time to repot is early spring after the weather warms 
up.  

 

Fertilizer 
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As with any house plant, croton plant also needs to be fed regularly, but during its growing 
season and less during the winters. Any good quality houseplant fertilizer may be administered 

every 3 weeks to make for the plant's feeding requirements.  

Common problems 

The most common problem that people experience with crotons is spider mites. If the humidity is 

too low this tends to make them very susceptible to spider mites. The best way to get rid of the 

pests is to apply a miticide and mist them daily. 

Toxicity of Croton Plants 

 The plant is toxic when consumed in large quantities because plant when punctures, releases a 
white sap that can leave stain on clothes or even irritate the skin. All parts of the plant that 
contain this sap, including the sap itself are toxic. It can trigger:  

 Blisters 
 Skin rashes 
 Nausea/vomiting 

 Diarrhea 
 Burning in mouth, throat and stomach, and even convulsions 

To avoid any such mishaps simply restrict access to the place where the croton plant is located. 
Note that medical assistance is necessary to manage these symptoms.  

 
Often, the beauty of a croton masks it as a difficult plant to grow and care for. This is, however, 

not the case. As long as fulfill its basic requirements, it will seamlessly continue to add to the 
charm and beauty of home. And a little precaution is all that is needed to prevent small 

inconveniences such as its toxicity.   
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