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KANTHA- EMBROIDERY OF BENGAL
Kantha s a type of embroldery popular in
Bangladesh and in West Bengal, ndia.

® Kontha or Kawntha is a sawnskrit word wmeaning
‘rags’.

° It can rightly be called the recyeling art.

© Kantha evolved out of wecessity to drape or protect

against cold.
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® A legend tells the story that the Kawntha owes its
origin to Lord Buddha and his disciples. They used
to cover themselves with rags thrown away by people,
which were patched and stitched together.

® Pictorial style of quilts also knoww as Bengalla

quilts were wmade at sSatgaon which ts about 23
miles from Caleutta and these guilts existed because
of Portuguese patronage.

® According to Br. Stella Kramrisch, kantha is of
ancient origin as only one dated Kantha is known
and the year of its manufacture is 1€75.
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PROCES:
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The fabric used for kantha ave old discarded sarees
or dhotl pleces. The base material was always white
thin cotton for kanthas.

The discarded old sarees are placed on top of each
other and are held neatly together n layers in

running stitehes.
The edges are folded and tacked together.
The fleld is filled in with fine quilted work with
white thread.
° The stitch used is sbmple Running stiteh but it is

the way it has been used that wakes Lt
extraoroing ry.




*The kRantha embroidery —combines  the
technigue of 3{4@&1:&@ and embroldery.
*The artist deplets beautiful designs from

legends and stories by wmeans of embrotdery.




*The work Ls very wneat and done without tracing or
drawing.

*lt is said that it takes six months to one Year to
prepare a Rantha.
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FFOME OF KANT

* Kawnthas were prepared both Ln East and
Bengal.

° They were mos’ch done tn
_essore,Fariodpur, Khulna and Mymenst é}f&
East Bengal, now in Bangladesh.

WEST yENQAL

* n rural Bengal ,Kanthas are ?wd'ev even toolgx@

by women for their persowaLﬁ e. But destgns
are not so elaborate as those of earlier days.
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Kantha Embeosdery Designs from West Bengal




The wmotifs used are human and animal figure,
floval and foliage symbols. The central design
is usually a lotus with a variable number of
petals. Tree of Life, birds and fishes, boats,
charlots, palanguins, kalkas, creepers, floral
scrolls and spirals are also some of the popular

motifs. The destgn of Rantha are also taken
from day today Life, from folk stories and




= Lotus flower
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Human Figures and Mythological stories
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*Trees, Floral and Folia
o ge symbols , Boats, Chariots, palanquin




= The borders of Creepers, Floral Scrolls, stms
and several linear devices
= Kalkas and Geowmetrical patterns
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Threads to be used are taken out from
the borders of the discarded sarees
which are used for the base.

The colours of the threads used are

Blue y' Green k Yellow

Black @

° The outer La 5ers of the fabric are mostly light or white colour
to enable embroldery to stand out.

* Today instead of threads drawn from borders, bright
coloured silk or bright embroidery strands are used.




STITCHES FOR KANTHA

* The most common stiteh used is very small darning
stiteh giving dotted Lines.
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For the border, stem stitches are used.

Back stitches are used for continuous Lines.

The details in Kantha are often filled with running stitch,
though herringbone chain, satin and blanket stitches may als
be used.

The outlines of the design in generally in dark blue, filled w

stitches of same colour or contrasting colours.

Adfter the desigwn has been embroidered, any areas Left ave filled
with stl,tches tn whl.te mwvu.wg puml.l.el. to the outums of the







THE QUILTING ST1
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“There are seven types of Kanthas based
on. how tlfueg are made and thelr end use.

* Thalia
o Durjawi

* Arshilata
°* Sujand

* Rumal

° Oar
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Lep Kantha or
Kantha 1ui|t
1S A winter

cove riny.



> OAR: Rectangular Rantha used as
pillow cases/covers and is two ft by one
and half ft in size.

NN,

The *Oor' Kantha is a 2' x 11/2' size

pillow case with simple border all

Around.




> DURJANI OR THAUIA: Square shape and
supposed to be wallet covers, as the three corners
meet in centre and stitched together Like an
envelope.




> ARSILATA: Wrap for mirrors and combs.
Rectangular in shape gewerau% elght inches
wide and twelve inches tn Length.




BAYTON: Square wrap about three feet for
covering books, valuables ,and can be
carried during journeys.
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RUMAL: Twelve inches square handkerchief .




* The revival of “Kantha” in
Bengal Ls the bratnchild of
Shamlu  pudeja  who
brought Kantha out of
rural households in 1980s.

° She started with four
women tn the beginning
and now  providing
gainful employment to a
large nuumber oT women tn

five districts of Bengal.




Kantha embroldery Ls
now downe on dupattas,
sarees, salwar suits
ano  western. wear,
shirts for wen and
women with  modern
geometric designs and

patchwork.

The art is also used for
making bedcovers,
pillowcases, table-linen,
wall hangings, Llamp
shades, upholstery and
curtains.
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